
Primo Dinner—On July 16, 2013, Doug Staley, 

Executive Director of the Child Protection Center 

will be the guest speaker at Primo’s Restaurant. 

Please RSVP to Pam Hindman at 

pam.hindman@gal.fl.gov. 

Updated Forms, Information and the  
In-Service Training Schedule can be found at 
the 12th Circuit website. Confused about who is 

where regarding GAL staff? Please go to the 

website and follow the link for all the latest 

information on each staff member and their contact 

information at www.12gal.org 

New Volunteers—the Guardian ad Litem 

Program now has a pre-service class every six 

weeks. Please feel free to recommend your friends 

to call the office and talk to the recruiter about 

becoming a volunteer with our program. 

Save the Date—The Fourth Annual Suncoast 

GAL Conference will be October 25, 2013 from 

8:30am to 4:00pm. Mark your calendars! 
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12th Circuit GAL Gazette 

Thank you to the Children’s Guardian Fund 

for once again providing our children with 

great summer camp experiences! 
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Ah!  The warm sunshine, a 

splash in the pool, a summer 

baseball game – all things that 

create great childhood 

memories.  I wonder what the 

children in dependency are 

doing this summer.  If they 

have a Guardian ad Litem, 

they should be looking 

forward to a camp experience 

where they can make those memories. If you didn’t 

request funds for your child’s camp, it isn’t too late 

to make those memories happen.  Simply contact 

your CAC and get the ball rolling. If you do have a 

child in camp, I would love to have a story from 

them about their camp experience.   

 

The children may be in camp but, as always, 

summer is a very busy time around the GAL office.  

Our valued volunteers take well earned vacations 

and our staff, while super, is left to make extra visits 

and write more reports.  If you find you have extra 

time this summer, staff would greatly appreciate 

your help with some visits or a few hours of data 

entry.  If you can help, don’t be shy.  Give your 

CAC a call. 

 

One of the things we are buzzing about is the new 

“normalcy” rules that will go into effect for foster 

children.  We’ll all be watching to see how things 

change with the new freedom that foster parents will 

have to make decisions for the children in their care.  

It is a step toward making foster care a more 

acceptable experience for the kids.   Another change, 

which GAL won’t see so readily, is called 

Transformation.  Several of our staff will be 

attending trainings to learn about the new 

“transformation” services that will be put into homes 

to keep children at home with their parents.   

 

GAL will be talking about “Normalcy” and 

“Transformation” on Friday, Oct. 25th when we 

have our 4th Annual Volunteer Conference at the 

Girl Scout Conference Center.  Another exciting day 

is being planned and reservation information will be 

available soon.  Last year we registered 184 

Guardians.  I hope you will be among them this 

year.   

 

I also hope you will join us at Primo on July 18, for 

dinner and a presentation by Doug Staley, Executive 

Director of the Child Protection Center in Sarasota.  

Your reservation with meal choice is required at 

pam.hindman@gal.fl.gov . 

 

Last, but most important of all, I want to thank you 

for helping us serve almost 100% of the children in 

care in the 12th Circuit.  I don’t know if you realize 

how awesome that number is, but the children you 

represent will spend less time in care, get more 

services, and do better in school than the 10,000 

children statewide who don’t have a GAL.  Thank 

you so much.  Have a safe summer and remember 

the children.  

 

May 
Erin Parrett, Sarasota 

June 
Amber Salley, Sarasota 

Case Manager of  the Month 
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Tim Twohig has been a volunteer in Desoto County 

just over one year and has represented 24 children in 

that time. He is reliable and dependable and 

generally carries three to seven cases.  Tim is retired 

from the Department of Corrections and also 

volunteers at his grandson’s elementary 

school.  This allows him to be comfortable in the 

schools and strengthens his ability to visit each of 

his children a second time each and every month in 

their school setting.  He never misses a monthly visit 

regardless of illnesses by he or his wife.  He doesn’t 

want anyone else visiting ‘his kids.’  He grasps the 

seriousness of his pledge to them, including his 

courtesy cases.  Even though Tim is only a courtesy 

Guardian for some children, he puts everything into 

them.  He is appointed by the court to be an 

educational surrogate for a courtesy child placed in 

Desoto County.  Tim volunteers to assist the 

program with other Guardian’s monthly visits if they 

are recovering from surgery or ill.  A strength of 

Tim’s is his determination to talk to each parent on a 

case regardless of where they are.  This makes him a 

frequent visitor of the Desoto County jail and is 

what drove him to make arrangements for a mother 

in prison to appear in court over the phone to 

establish paternity of a child.  He is certified as a 

educational surrogate, had the additional training to 

represent sexually abused children, and is approved 

to transport children on his caseload.  Tim earned 27 

in-service hours in 2012 knowing he needed only 12 

to fulfill his GAL certification requirement.  Any 

child that has Tim as an advocate can be assured that 

he is going to treat that child as his own grandchild 

and do his very best to ensure their needs are met 

and their lives are made more whole. 

GAL Spotlight 

Tim Twohig 

Ask the Attorney 

Question: What legal obligation does the Coalition 

have to provide information that is in their 

possession to a GAL?  Does the Coalition have a 

legal responsibility to work as a team with a GAL 

for the welfare of the child?  

 

Dear GAL, 

The GAL and GAL Program are responsible to 

advocate for the best interest of each child to whom 

we are appointed.  Certainly this means that we must 

have access to all information concerning the child.  

So yes, the Coalition is obligated by statute and 

court order to provide information in their 

possession as it relates to the child’s best interest to 

the GAL. 

 

The GAL Program and the assigned GAL have the 

right, through the Order Appointing Guardian Ad 

Litem and Florida Statute, to have access to and to 

obtain information concerning the child to whom we 

are appointed.  Florida Statute section 39.822 (3) 

provides that “upon presentation by a guardian ad 

litem of a court order appointing he guardian ad 

litem” agencies (which would include SCC), 

individuals and organizations “shall allow the 

guardian ad litem to inspect and copy records related 

to the best interests of the child who is the subject of 

the appointment, including, but not limited to, 

confidential records.”  The Order Appointing 

Guardian Ad Litem provides that “any agency” must 

permit the GAL to inspect and/or copy any records 

relating to the child . 

 

There is no legal obligation for SCC to work as a 

“team” with the GAL.  Although we often agree and 

work for the common goal, we can differ as to what 

is in the child’s best interest.  

 

 



Guardian ad Litem Program 
 Sarasota County Manatee County Desoto County 

 2071 Ringling Blvd. Ste. 625 1051 Manatee Ave W #330 Hensley Wing 223 East Oak St. Ste. 2 
 Sarasota, FL 34237 Bradenton, FL 34205 Arcadia, FL 34266 
 941.861.4875 941.744.9473 863.993.4638 

For All the News, Visit Our Website—www.12gal.org 

Manatee County Child Advocate Coordinator, Cate Thorpe, was the point person for the GAL 

Program again this year to help recruit walkers/runners and raise money for this worthy cause. 

Following the Walk, GAL Bruce Gilburne sought help for some home repairs for a medical 

foster home. Danny Jones, former foster parent, adoptive parent, and WALK facilitator,  

stepped up and donated some of the funds raised from the WALK to get the repairs done.  

What great team work to benefit a foster mom and the medically needy children that she  

fosters in our Circuit.  

2nd Annual Foster Care Awareness Walk 


