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Point #2 
   

What motivates you? 

 

What motivates a GAL to do 

the great advocacy they do… 

“The Future mental health  of 

kids; normalcy and 

understanding of the whys”  

     –Dick Renquest 

 

“I have been blessed to have 

positive role models and 

influences in my life, and I 

want to share that/be that 

with/for these children I 

advocate for”  

–Lacie Klossner 

 

“As a former teacher, I saw a 

need with some of my 

children. Being a GAL helps 

me make a difference in the 

lives of our children”  

–Doris Twohig 

 

“When children hug me and 

have a relationship with me”  

 –Tim Twohig 

 

  Point #1       

Recruitment  

 
Our recruiter/trainer, Monica 

Moore, has been diligently 

working on recruitment efforts 

with the assistance of the 

Volunteer Recruitment 

Committee (VRC). The VRC 

is made up of volunteers from 

the 12th Circuit GAL Program. 

Some of the volunteers on the 

committee have cases and 

some don not and support the 

Program through Committee 

work.  

How could you help? 

Currently, the VRC is looking 

to connect with a variety of 

clubs, organizations and 

churches in the Manatee 

County community. Members 

of the VRC are available to 

present an overview of the 

GAL program, so all you’d 

need to do is help us make 

the connection. If you have 

an organization or event in 

mind, please let Monica 

know.  

The second Monday of 

each month a GAL 

volunteer will be at the 

Starbucks in Sarasota 

(corner of Central and 1st 

street) from 3:00-4:00pm. 

Please share this with 

anyone you know who 

may be interested in 

learning more about the 

GAL Program. 

We had over 27 

12 Points from the 12th Circuit  
Guardian ad Litem 12/23/2014                              Edition 2 

 

Our next VRC meeting:  January 12th @ 1:00 
Dan McClure Auditorium 

 

http://www.12gal.org/


http://www.12gal.org/ 

 

individuals participate in the 

new GAL Pre-Service training 

since October, which provides 

54 children with a GAL!  

Please contact Monica Moore 

at (941) 716-7152 if you are 

interested in the 

VRC or have a 

possible speaking 

engagement with 

your organization 

or church.  

Point #3 Training & In-service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Point #4 

 Transportation  
 

Patricia Walcheski and Dick Smalkoski 

are part of the original group of 

volunteers who became certified to 

transport their GAL children. They 

have many stories to share about how 

transporting their teenage GAL kids 

helped improve their advocacy.  

Pamela Wells, was only recently 

certified to transport. She requested 

permission to take her GAL child to 

church with her, so the child could 

interact with other children. Being 

placed with her grandparents who find 

it difficult to do such activities, this was 

a very special treat for Pamela’s GAL 

child.   

Need ideas on activities you could do 

with your GAL child? Consider art 

exhibits, parks, festivals, library 

activities, etc. Most importantly, it’s the 

time and dedication that matters most.  

 

Point # 5  Legal Forum—Welcome Heather Pate!  

Heather Pate is a recent graduate of Regent University School of Law and a newly admitted member of 

the Florida Bar.  Supervising Attorney, Jennifer Layton, said, “I am very impressed with her passion for 

child advocacy and believe she will have a very short learning curve.” Heather is in the Sarasota office. 

 

 

QPI Videos: 

 

Recently Added to the Training Directory 

If you missed these trainings live, you can now 

view them online and take the quiz to receive a 

training certificate. Please contact Melinda Gaines 

for details @ Melinda.Gaines@gal.fl.gov 

 Screen Sense: Research- Based 
Guidelines for Screen Use for 
Children Under Three Years Old   

 

 ·Epilepsy and Seizures Overview: A 
Caregiver’s Guide 

 

 Medicaid Services: What Foster 
Parents Need to Know 
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Point #6  DeSoto County  
 

Small, Yet Mighty, in Desoto County 
 

Our DeSoto GAL Program office is located on the main street running through Arcadia and within walking 
distance to the courthouse. DeSoto County is a rural, agricultural community with Arcadia being the county 
seat. Arcadia has many historical buildings, and the entire downtown historical district is made up of 
restaurants, boutiques, and antique shops. It would seem this quiet, small-town would be far removed 
from the child abuse and neglect cases we often find in larger cities; however, sadly, it has its share of 
abused and neglected children; there are around 75 children in the dependency system in DeSoto County.  
We serve the children of DeSoto with a small, yet mighty, GAL team made up of Sandee Woods, Child 
Advocacy Coordinator, part-time attorney, Amy Clark, and a part-time secretary, Carol Renquest. 
Together, these dedicated ladies coach, motivate, teach and inspire a group of 27 volunteer child 
advocates who are appointed to serve these 75 children. Through the efforts of this team, we serve 100% 
of the children in care--something we are very proud of!  Due to being located in a rural community, the 
children and families are a great distance from resources we find accessible in our larger cities. But this 
small, yet mighty, GAL team does an exceptional job advocating for services and work closely with the 
Safe Children Coalition, Children's Legal Services and the Department of Children and Families to ensure 
every possible opportunity is provided to meet the needs of our children.  

 

. The DeSoto County GAL team of volunteers works hard at being involved in the 
community to disperse child abuse prevention materials and to make the community 
aware of our presence and mission! 
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Point #7  

Thank YOU, Holiday Gift Donors! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had hundreds of gifts 

donated to the GAL Program 

for our children this holiday!  

THANK YOU, River Strand 

Community, Integraclick, Tiny 

Hands, Jewish Federation 

and Jolene Hopkins! We also 

had a few donors who asked 

to remain anonymous.  

 

“Giving Tree” at River Strand Community. 
Community Connections Committee: Tami 
(Marketing Director), Sue Sexton, Judy Volpe, and 
Eloise Ecklers, Committee members (Not pictured;  
Patti Harper and Patti Reid) 
 

 

 

Piles of gifts provided by Integraclick.  

 

Gifts provided by Jolene Hopkins. 
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Point #8 

The Director’s Corner 
 

WOW! I cannot believe we are at the end of 2014. It has been quite a 

journey since I stepped into the role of Circuit Director only 10 short months 

ago. I am AMAZED at what our team has accomplished in such a short 

time: we exceeded our recruitment goals when we didn’t have a recruiter 

for over 7 months; we successfully piloted a new training methodology for 

new volunteers; we continued to represent nearly 100% of our children; 

and we transitioned 9 new employees to our Manatee and Sarasota 

teams.  

 

While we celebrate our accomplishments, I can’t help but think of the 

many things I had to put on hold this year while we adjusted to internal 

and statewide GAL Program changes. Heading into 2015 with my team 

fully staffed, I now have the opportunity to continue forward with my vision 

for the 12th Judicial Circuit, which is to keep our Program Mission and 

Program Vision at the forefront of all we do while building stronger 

relationships with our community partners and stakeholders.  

 

It has been the greatest opportunity of my GAL career serving as Circuit 

Director, and I THANK YOU for your support and dedication to our 12th 

Circuit GAL Program. 

 

Respectfully, Kathy Elliott  
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Point # 9   GAL Staff Spotlight 

Stephanie Ogle was born in mid-

Michigan and spent most of her life there. She 

moved to Sarasota, FL in 2012 at which time she 

became a GAL volunteer. She then started as a 

GAL staff member in 2013. In July of 2014, she 

transitioned to the HR role with the Program. 

With this, her responsibilities include, but are 

not limited to: supporting the hiring process for 

new hires, maintaining personnel files, 

monitoring staff time and travel, assisting with 

staff complying with state and federal 

regulations, maintaining the circuit calendar, 

helping volunteers access the clothes closet, etc. 

Prior to her work with the Program, she 

obtained her bachelor’s degree in 

psychology/sociology and also has a law 

degree.  

Welcome, Stephanie! 
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Point #10  Volunteer Child Advocate Spotlight 
  

Liz Critchfield has been interested in the Guardian ad Litem program since she was a college student in 

Virginia. She has always been interested in helping children. Liz is employed as a sales manager with 

IBM, a job that has required her to live in several states and travel extensively. 

This past year, when she and her husband, Andrew Alvarez, had the opportunity to re-locate from 

California to Sarasota, Liz decided she was going to become a GAL with the 12th Judicial Circuit. Her first 

assigned case has been both challenging and personally fulfilling. Liz is the GAL for 13-year-old Sierra, 

who was born with cerebral palsy. Sierra lacks mobility, has impaired vision and is non-verbal.  

Liz is passionate about providing a voice for Sierra. She works closely with Sierra’s medical foster 

parent, case manager and Sierra’s teachers, as well as Christine Earl of Children’s Medical Services. Liz 

credits Christine for obtaining the many specialized services/treatments for Sierra. Liz is worked closely 

with Christine to identify medical/educational equipment for Sierra assisted in obtaining funding to 

purchase such expensive equipment.  

Liz recently took on a second case involving an undocumented sixteen-year-old boy from Latvia. Liz has 

studied Russian and is able to speak and read at a moderate level. She has engaged a Russian tutor so 

that she will be able to communicate more effectively with the boy’s father in North Port, and the boy’s 

mother in Latvia. 

In addition to volunteering as a GAL, Liz participates in the IBM Volunteer Community. She was part of 

the first IBM Corporate Service Corps team to travel to Senegal to work with young adults to build 

entrepreneurial/sales skills. 

Liz and Andrew live in Lakewood Ranch with their four “fur” children, two rescue dogs and two recue 

cats. 
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Point #12 

12th Circuit Staff Updates 
 

 

WELCOME: 
    

  CAC, Ashley Husbands and CAC, Gregory Hines  

  Ashley and Gregory started with the circuit on December 1st. Ashley is based out of the    

  Sarasota office while Gregory is based out of the Manatee office. 

 

   Attorney, Heather Pate 

   Heather started in the Sarasota office on December 8th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays from your GAL Family!  
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