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12th Circuit GAL 
www.12gal.org 

I am happy to announce that we have two new staff that 

joined our team this month. 

Antoinette Bush is the new Child Advocate Manager in the 

Manatee office.  Antoinette has a bachelor’s degree in criminal 

justice and comes to us with 15 years of child welfare case 

management experience. 

Lisa Gross is the new Administrative Specialist in the Desoto 

office.  Lisa has many years of administrative experience, most 

recently as co-owner of her family’s blueberry farm.  She has 

been a GAL volunteer since 2014 and temporarily helped out in 

the Desoto office last summer when an employee was on leave. 

Please welcome them to the Circuit!        

Our current goals for the 12th Circuit are 

 80% monthly home visits entered correctly into Optima 

 20% increase in educational advocacy 

 Home studies filed in every relative/non-relative case 

To enter your home visit correctly into Optima make sure you 

have 

 Clicked the name of each child you visited 

 Put “Home Visit” in the Subject field 

 Select “Contacted Child in Current Placement” in Activity 

Toni 
DON’T FORGET THE WEBSITE GAL RESOURCES PASSWORD: guardians 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 14 - 15 

  New GAL Pre-Service 

  June 28 

Reading and Interpreting 

Psychological and School 

Records 

Click here to watch the      

latest Inservice training on 

Human Trafficking!  

For more info: 

www.12gal.org/calendar 

 

12th Circuit Statistics 

  1311 Sheltered Children 

  1068 Children with GALs 

    408 GAL active volunteers 

        8 New GALs in May 

LYNNE BOWEN NEEDS A VOLUNTEER TO HELP WITH 

FILING 4 HOURS PER MONTH – PLEASE CLICK HERE TO 

CONTACT HER IF YOU CAN HELP! 

https://www.12gal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/12gal.org/
https://twitter.com/GAL12Toni
http://www.childrensguardianfund.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdeWUzt8mNU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.12gal.org/calendar
mailto:lynne.bowen@gal.fl.gov
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Adoption Intervention Cases- What Happens Now?  Amy Clark, Senior Program Attorney 

 

At any given time during the life of a case, the parents can sign consents to an adoption 

entity and pick an adoptive placement for their child.  As a Guardian ad Litem what do you do if 

and when this happens in your case?  This article will briefly explain the adoption statute that allows 

parents a statutory right to choose an adoptive placement, what the process looks like once a 

parent has initiated the consent, and practical steps the Guardian ad Litem can do to ensure the 

best interest of the child.   

Section 63.082, Florida Statutes (2017), deals with adoption intervention.  The basic idea is that 

a parent can consent to surrender to a private adoption entity and select a family to adopt their 

child.  The statute lists the requirements for the consent and the filing of the motion.  The GAL 

Program is typically not made aware of this occurring until the adoption entity files a motion to 

intervene.  Once that motion is filed a hearing will be set to determine if the consent of the parent 

and the home study of the adoptive placement are legally sufficient and without error.  If everything 

checks out the court will grant the motion to intervene and now the adoption entity becomes a 

party in dependency.  The adoption entity will then move to transfer custody of the child 

immediately to the adoptive placement.  If a party objects to this transfer of custody the court must 

have a best interest hearing outlined by §63.082(6)(e), Fla. Stat. (2017).  There are eight factors 

outlined that the court must weigh and no one factor outweighs the other.   

 These eight factors found in §63.082(6)(e), Fla. Stat. (2017), are the following:  permanency 

offered, established bonded relationship between the child and the current caregiver, stability of 

potential adoptive home that the child is staying in, importance of maintaining sibling relationship, 

preference of the child, whether termination of parental rights petition has been filed pursuant to 

§39.806 (1)(f),(g), or (h), what is best for the child, and right of the parent to determine an 

appropriate placement for the child. Remember the court can not weigh one factor more then 

another.  In addition, sibling is not defined under the adoption statute.  However, sibling is defined 

under section 39.01(71) Fla. Stat. (2017), as the following, “A child who shares a birth parent or legal 

parent with one or more other children; or A child who has lived together in a family with one or 

more other children whom he or she identifies as siblings.”  Basically, it is who the child perceives to 

be their sibling.  After hearing all the testimony and evidence, the court will weigh all eight factors to 

determine if transferring custody is in the child’s best interest.   

 The testimony of the GAL volunteer is crucial at the best interest hearing.  It is important that 

monthly home visits have occurred and all documentation has been updated in Optima.  The 

volunteer will meet with the CAM and Child’s Best Interest Attorney prior to the hearing to determine 

the position on the transfer of custody as well as prepare for testimony.  Please remember that the 

adoption entity attorney may request to depose the Guardian ad Litem prior to the hearing.   

Adoption intervention cases are not frequent but do occur.  The parent could consent to the 

adoption entity at any time during the dependency case so long as their rights have not been 

terminated.  As a Guardian ad Litem, your advocacy and continued involvement will make all the 

difference.    


