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January 2019 Newsletter                     
 

12th Circuit GAL 
www.12gal.org 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! As we start 2019, I am honored to 

enter this year with the best group of volunteers in the 

state of Florida. We have accomplished a lot in our 

Program due to your hard work dedication, and I see 

only good things to come for the children we 

represent in the Circuit. As always, thank you for what 

you do!! 

Have you heard about the volunteer reimbursement 

program? Click the link below to learn more about 

Go the Extra Mile – Volunteer Mileage 

Reimbursement.  

https://guardianadlitem.org/get-involved/Go-the-extra-

mile-volunteer-mileage-reimbursement/ 

Would you be interested in being a mentor for one of 

our teens through Florida Youth Leadership 

Academy? If so, contact Dietra Barfield at: 

dbarfield@sarasotaymca.org. 

Staff Updates:  

We welcomed Jaclyn Matamoros, Child Advocate 

Manager (Manatee County) in October 2018.  

We said farewell to Stephanie Ogle, HR/Budget 

Liaison; Lynne Bowen, Volunteer Liaison; and Michelle 

Ace, Child’s Best Interest Attorney.  

Manatee County volunteers: Don’t forget to pick up 

your 2019 parking permit from the GAL office! 

Toni 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 10-11 – New GAL Pre-

Service Training 

January 17 – Substance Abuse 

February 5 – Domestic 

Violence 

February 21 – Children’s 

Guardian Fund 

For more info: 

www.12gal.org/calendar 

 

12th Circuit Statistics 

1301 Sheltered Children 

1098 Children with volunteers 

  416 Certified active volunteers 

  14 New volunteers in Nov. 

https://www.12gal.org/
https://guardianadlitem.org/get-involved/Go-the-extra-mile-volunteer-mileage-reimbursement/
https://guardianadlitem.org/get-involved/Go-the-extra-mile-volunteer-mileage-reimbursement/
mailto:dbarfield@sarasotaymca.org
https://www.facebook.com/12gal.org/
https://twitter.com/GAL12Toni
http://www.childrensguardianfund.org/
https://www.12gal.org/calendar
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Do you have a suggestion for the 12th Circuit GAL Office? We would like to hear 

your constructive input about the office, procedures, and working relationships 

with your management! Click here to submit an idea! 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MANATEE CAM 

 JACKI MATAMOROS              

Jackie is a new CAM in Manatee County and brings 

a breadth of experience to her position. She has a 

bachelor’s degree in psychology and criminology from 

USF, along with a master’s degree in criminal justice 

from CUNY John Jay in NYC.  She has worked as a Child 

Welfare Specialist for the Louisiana Department of 

Children and Family Services and as a Case Manager 

for children with developmental disabilities and serious 

medical conditions.  Jacki is very happy to join the 12th 

Circuit GAL team and likewise we welcome Jacki! 

 

 

 

 

 

Training Hours 

Don’t forget all GAL volunteers are required to complete 

12 in-service hours annually. 

Not to worry if you can’t attend our in-service trainings in 

person. You can always view them on the website at our 

GAL Website – just go to GAL Resources->Video Library 

and use the password: guardians and then log your hours 

in Optima. 

View the latest In-Service Training “Attorney Ad Litem” by 

Attorneys Mike Kelly and Andrew Chiang by clicking here. 

 

https://12gal.com/suggestion-box
https://www.12gal.org/
https://youtu.be/hNwkwdgUZsQ
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At this time of the year, one of our priorities is ensuring the children we represent have as happy 

a holiday as possible under the circumstances. Thanks to many generous community donors, 

this year we are able to provide gifts for many of our children. Thanks to the following generous 

donors who have selflessly given of themselves to provide our kids a happy holiday: 

 THE SARASOTA SHERRIFF’S DEPARTMENT, who chose Guardian ad Litem kids as recipients 

of literally truckloads of toys and gifts donated by the community. 

 CLICKBOOTH, who sponsored almost 50 Wish Lists for kids in Sarasota County 

 REVCONTENT, who sponsored almost 50 Wish Lists for kids in Manatee County 

STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, VENICE CAMPUS, who sponsored 20 children 

 ANGEL’S SENIOR LIVING, who sponsored 10 children 

 GOODWILL, who donated many, many gift cards to be used by the kids 

And many more individual donors. 

Special thanks to the volunteers who provided the wish lists to their CAMs and delivered the gifts, 

and to the CAMs who took time from their busy schedules to organize the wish lists, pick-ups, 

and deliveries of the gifts. 

I am so proud to be a part of such a dedicated team of folks working together to make our 

children’s lives brighter during the holidays! 

Lynne Higgins 

 

REMINDER: The Optima case management system is specific to Guardian ad Litem 

Program use only. Please remember that the Optima record is the virtual case file of 

the advocacy team – CAM, CBIA, and Volunteer Child Advocate – and contains 

confidential case information. To that end: the attorney’s case notes are 

confidential attorney work product that must NOT be copied nor disseminated to 

anyone unrelated to the Program. 

ALSO: DO NOT approach or discuss specific case details with opposing counsel. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDRENS GUARDIAN FUND                  Jan Vestal 

It is time for Academic Awards! The first semester of the 2018-19 school year has ended and we 

want to recognize those students who have really made an effort to improve in school. We are 

not necessarily looking for excellence - we are looking for improvement due to effort. Some 

students are engaging in tutoring and as their self-confidence builds, their academics (and often 

their behaviors) improve. Some students come into the system 2 or 3 (or more) grade levels 

behind and they really must work hard to catch up. Maybe another student only has one “F” 

instead of 5 “F’s” - that is a huge improvement!  The Academic Awards Program is designed to 

recognize those students who may not receive recognition anywhere else but through you and 

Children’s Guardian Fund. We want to encourage their effort and determination! Be on the 

lookout for an email from your CAM with instructions and the deadline to submit your request.  

The Children’s Guardian Fund has been very fortunate in securing several new donations this 

past year. Donors give for the benefit of the children and young people in the 12th Circuit who 

are placed in foster care or with relative or non-relative caregivers (i.e., unlicensed care). It is 

true that when people know what is happening in their community and hear how they can help, 

they do! It may be a $100 gift to insure a child has a few Christmas gifts; it may be a corporation 

whose employees donate dozens of gift cards to provide young people in the 18+ age group 

with gifts for Christmas. The largest donation CGF has ever received came from the Charles and 

Margery Barancik Foundation. This grant is to support the Guardian ad Litem Program and the 

unmet needs of the children it serves. Children’s Guardian Fund recognizes that long before a 

child needs a birthday gift card or a pair of cleats, they need YOU - the Guardian ad Litem who 

advocates for their best interest at every step in their journey. Please join us in thanking Charles 

and Margery Barancik for their heartfelt and very generous donation of $100,000!  

 

AMAZON SMILE                                          Peter Norden 

If you are like me, you open your email every day and are inundated 

with requests for money from political groups, charities and all sorts of 

other entities.  You may even have money coming to you from 

Nigeria.  This raises the question of “how do I help people within the 

limited constraints of my budget.  A very easy way to do this is to 

access Amazon Smile.  This site will allow a portion of your Amazon 

purchases to go to the groups you want.  Conveniently both the 

Children’s Guardian Fund and the Guardian ad Litem Foundation 

are members.  It is safe convenient and a great way to do good 

while Shopping. Just search for your preferred charitable organization 

the first time you visit Amazon Smile and then shop to donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/

